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The Link

Many sermons and books have attempted to motivate believers to 
live a radical Christ-like life. Seasoned communicators are capable of 
motivating  the  audience  to  step  out  of  their  comfort  zone  and 
stretch.  Even  the  Apostle  Paul  challenged  believers  to  live  an 
exemplary life.  Yet,  many times the excitement level  is  raised for 
only  a  moment  or  a  season,  but  is  not  long  lasting.  Living  the 
Christian life, as described in the scriptures, is empowered primarily 
by internal means rather external stimuli. Many times a believer can 
leave the Sunday service excited, but it is short lived. One cannot be 
motivated  externally  to  be  something  that  only  a  deep  intimate 
relationship  with  Christ  can  produce.  In  seminary,  I  remember 
reading a parable by Danish Theologian Soren Kierkegaard about a 
DUCK CHURCH. Entering the church, duck saints waddle their 
way  down  the  isle  to  find  a  seat  anticipating  another  uplifting 
sermon.  With  great  fervor,  the  duck  pastor  shared  a  message  
hammering the phrase: “Ducks Can Fly.”  “You have wings and you 
were  made  to  fly  like  eagles!”  In  unison  all  the  ducks  quacked, 
“Amen!” The pastor bellowed out, “say to your neighbor—‘I can fly 
like an eagle!’” With unbridled excitement, they told each other “I 
can fly like an eagle.” The pastor then closed the message with a final 
admonition,  “NOW GO,  SPREAD YOUR WINGS AND FLY.” 
The duck congregation stood with a unifying voice saying, “amen, we 
can fly!!” And they all waddle out of the church and waddled back 
home.  In  reality,  we  can  not  drum up  this  kind  of  life  through 
motivational  sermons.  Challenging  messages  are  useful  to  spark 
spiritual introspection resulting in a thirst for deeper intimacy with 
the Father and seeking to know Him better. The core issue regarding 
spiritual drought in a believer’s life is due to a shallow understanding 
of the sacrifice Jesus made leaving the riches of heaven to rescue the 
world. When a believer deepens their understanding of the immense 
cost  to  redeem humankind  coupled  with  the  wealth  that  awaits 
every true believer (John 14), it will literally awaken sleepy spirits and 

shake their world. This will foster a revolution—a spiritual explosion 
in a believer’s life revealing the Savior within by the way a he or she 
talks, acts/lives, thinks and loves.

Though I accepted the Lord when I was eleven (11) and witnessed 
to people even in my teen years, I was missing the “fire.” Even in my 
high school government class, I shared an oral report of how Christ 
is the answer to our country’s problems. Yet, I still was missing real 
intimacy and eventually strayed for a brief period of time in my early 
twenties. In fact, I did not have a grip on what pleased or displeased 
God.  Suddenly,  the  Lord  stopped  me  abruptly  in  my  tracks  and 
brought be back in right standing with Him. I realized that God had 
a purpose/plan for my life…one that He would empower and direct 
for His glory. God infused in my heart through His Word genuine 
knowledge of  what  He accomplished for  me 2000 years  ago and 
what is awaiting me when I complete the race. I literally fell in love 
with  God,  His  Word  & people.  The  Bible  was  no  longer  a  dull 
history book full of rules, but life giving document to shape & direct 
my entire  life.  His  love  and grace  was  overwhelming!  Was  this  a 
salvific experience? All that I know is my spirit was ablaze with His 
presence. This can not be taught or “worked up,” but supernaturally 
imparted through repenting and turning. Many in the church and 
some family members did not immediately understand the mystery 
that had taken place in my life.

No  amount  of  motivation  could  produce  my  life  changing 
experience. God has placed a fire in me that the Spirit has fanned 
over the years. Some may call it “radical.” I call it “the normal 
Christian life”—what God wants for every believer. No, I have not 
“arrived.” Far from it! I have simply discovered that life is not about 
me…but getting “to know Him and to make Him known” — To Fly!!

“Ducks Can Fly!” 
Pastors often deliver fiery messages  encouraging their members to be radical Christians

Rick

TEAM ACTIVITIES:  (Top Left to Right)   Rains poured in January making it 
difficult to travel.  The middle picture is Myugi Conference where Jackie, Todd & 
Richard shared the gospel. The widows of Mafubira saved funds to rent a bus to join 
the widows in Itukulu. There was fellowship, food, entertainment and the gospel.

LOCUST have invaded Uganda and other countries in East Africa. The hungry insects are devouring precious food and 
cash crops. The governments are doing everything possible to slow the destructive swarms. Take time to read Matthew 
24, Mark 13 and Luke 21 and pray that starvation does not overtake the countries due to the devastation by the Locust.
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HELP IS NEEDED: MLI is the “financial link” for national support and ministry projects. 
Though the General Fund  is a viable and needed option for donations, below are “some” 
current needs & requests of which some are immediate & critical. Thank you so so much!!

• Motorcycle  (Critical)  (  includes  insurance  &  tags)  is  for  our  teacher—$1500. 
Transportation  is  vital  for  our  teachers.  MLI’s  oldest  motorcycle  needs  to  be  replaced. 
Because of cost, we have delayed in repairing some crucial parts hoping for a replacement.

• MLI TEACHERS: MLI teacher Paul Akise (who is now pastor of Budono church plant & 
MLI teacher) and Julius Lusinda of Tanzania each require $100 per month salary. 

• DEAF SCHOOL LAND: PTL!—LAND FUNDS HAVE BEEN GIVEN—$4800. 
Now we must build! Some Africans consider the deaf children as society’s rejects!

• WIDOW’S  REQUEST:  Please  consider  writing  your  widow often  to  encourage  her. 
Letters and cards need to be received by our office by January 1st, May 1st, September 
1st. Also, please try to keep your monthly contribution for your widow current. Thank you! 

• WIDOW PROJECT SUPPORT: Our Itukulu widows milling project is bricked half 
way and latrine is sealed. Rains will begin in March, and we must get the building under roof 
as soon as possible. Any gift appreciated. PTL: Widow wheelchair given & house ramp.

• OTHER IMPORTANT NEEDS:  The Medical  Fund  is  constantly being used.  Any 
amount is appreciated. Also, please keep the Street Kids Fund coming. Any amount 
is appreciated. Monthly salaries for several staff members $50  and two pastors at $70 
(Pastor Emma and Pastor Wasawa). Thank you!

• OTHER MLI PROJECTS: Uganda Office needs to replace phone system (four phone 
set) $60; 2-laptops used. PEACE—Our Faithful Cook, $850 for land for her family. 
She  has  saved  $600  from  her  small  salary.  SHELIA,  MLI  receptionist,  is  learning 
accounting—The fees per term is $125. Pastor Willy of Jinja Hill Baptist (established by 
MLI in 1998). It is critical that he has $1175 to cement the dirt floor or he may have to 
close his excellent school. The balance to rebuild the school is: $5625.

Your Help is Needed! MARCH 4th to USA from UGANDA: Rick will 
return back from Uganda and will be back in 
the office on March 10th. The rains have 
finally stopped, but the locust plaque has 
entered from Kenya. Please pray for Uganda.  
June 4-18 to UGANDA (1st wave of 
volunteers) will be hosting a conference with 
a few staff & pastors. June 13-26 (2nd wave 
of volunteers) Catawba Valley Baptist 
Church is preparing a team to travel to 
Uganda in the summer of 2020. March will be 
the last opportunity to sign up, so please 
connect with our office soon. This will be a life 
changing experience. Email for more info: 
stephen@catawbavalleybc.org 

May 26—July 1 to UGANDA: Rick will return 
to Uganda to prepare and receive 2-teams 

NOTICE: Again, March is a continuation 
of MLI’s cell phone collection. 
Please ask your family, 
friends, Bible study class, 
and church (Pastor) to 
donate their old cell phone to 
Mission Link. Also needed are laptops, 
tablets, electronic keyboard, and 
cameras.  Thank you for helping!

Thirty dollars ($30) 
a month brings 
great happiness to 
our African Widows! 
Will you prayerfully 
consider adopting 
this dear widow? 

Lovisa Nabirye is 
52 years old having 6 children. “My 
husband died due to HIV/AIDS in 
1986 & I am HIV positive. I thank 
Mission Link because I used to be 
miserable all the time but now I am a 
joyful lady, praising the Lord all the 
time for such a wonder favor upon 
me. I love God!”

GENERAL WIDOW’S FUND 

This  fund  helps  support  the  many 
widows in Itukulu who do not have a 
sponsor. The needs in this village are 
great  as  many  are  peasant  farmers. 
Any  amount  given  will  bless  our 
widows. Thank you so much!
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TEAM ACTIVITIES: (Top Left to Right)  Terri Hansen and team are sharing the gospel to 
kids at one of our conferences. Next is the Bundondo church plant. The first Sunday there was 
a nucleus of 11 people in the new church. (Bottom Left to Right) The widows milling project is 
under way. (CRITICAL:  Funds needed to finish the walls and to install a roof before the 
rains begin.) The next picture is the team ministering to the street kids of Jinja. MLI helps 
street kids with school fees, vocational training, counseling, food, love and encouragement. 
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